


Changing Young Lives 
for over 35 years through these programs:

l	 Safe Place (since 1986) is an extensive network of 
community businesses in over 100 locations in the Oklahoma 
City area.  Banks, fire and police stations, YMCA and recreational
centers and numerous retail outlets are designated as safe 
places where children in crisis can go for help. 

l	 Oklahoma City/County Community Intervention 
Center (CIC) (since 1997) serves as a 24-hour juvenile 
reception and intervention hub for youth arrested in Oklahoma 
County. Youth brought to the CIC get a glimpse of the realities of 
the justice system.  Parents are notified quickly upon their child’s 
admittance and youth are released to their custody or that of a 
guardian within 24 hours. 

l	 Supporting Kids in Independent Living (SKIL) 
(since 1998) offers valuable financial and emotional 
support to high school students in the Oklahoma City, Putnam 
City, Millwood and Western Heights school districts who, for 
reasons beyond their control, live on their own while working 
toward their high school diploma. By providing such resourc-
es as transportation, counseling and life skills education, the 
program ensures students get the help they need to graduate.

l	 i-Safe (since 2007) is an internet-related program that 
educates people of all ages about the safe use of the internet 
including how to be protected from identity theft, cyber-bullying 
and internet predators. 

l	 Outpatient Behavioral Health Services (since 1972) are 
nationally accredited by CARF. The Youth Counseling Center 
offers assessment; crisis intervention; individual, family and 
group counseling; referral and follow-up services. Introduced in 
1998, the Community At Risk Services (CARS) program helps 
delinquent and pre-delinquent youth involved with the juvenile 
court.  Services are home- and clinic-based and include individual, 
family and group counseling, educational advocacy, life skills 
training, employment assistance, mentoring and tutoring.  

l	 The Family Junction Emergency Youth Shelter (since 
1975) is a 24-hour, 18-bed residential facility for 12-17 year olds 
who need a short-term home for reasons beyond their control. 
Residents attend school, participate in individual and group 
counseling, enjoy recreational activities and learn life skills by 
helping with daily chores such as cleaning their rooms, helping 
prepare meals, setting the table and even taking out the trash.    

l	 First Time Offender/Skills Education Program (since 
1978) is a four-week course, offered in English and Spanish, that 
is a court-ordered consequence for first-time youthful offenders 
and parents. Together they learn how to positively communicate, 
solve problems and make good decisions.

The Limited in Penn Square Mall 
Changed Young Lives for two 
girls in our SKIL Program this 
past holiday season.  Hollie is 
pictured trying to get all her won-
derful gifts into her car – don’t you 
love that shy but beaming smile?  
Our thanks are un-LIMITED!

The Family Junction staff change young lives by providing a safe, caring home environment for 
young men and women in crisis. Recently one 17-year-old raised his grades from D’s and F’s to a 2.5 GPA 
(C+) while staying in the shelter. His class attendance reached 100% and he was able to focus more on his 
studies because he had a stable eating and sleeping routine, set homework hours and people who showed 
him they cared about his success. He really is at a life-changing junction and changing for the better!

My Passions:  Helping Others and Myself
I am an 18-year-old independent living student. I have been through a lot in my short lifetime. I have seen things that children should 
never see. I also think that if I hadn’t gone through these difficult experiences, I wouldn’t be me. People might say that what you’ve 
been through makes you who you are but I think it is how you let what happens to you affect you. Through these experiences my 
education has not only been a priority, and a personal achievement, but my rock in the midst of a stormy sea.

At a very young age I knew something wasn’t right with my mother’s lifestyle…she was on drugs and alcohol. When I used to 
live with her, some nights I didn’t even eat. I would walk around the neighborhood looking for her and, when I’d finally find her, 
she would get in her car and drive off. My two younger sisters and I would baby-sit other kids just so we could eat. Some of the 
fathers would try to take advantage of us so my mother gave us to the state and we were all separated. I was in state custody 
for five years and I did the only thing I knew how to do and that was study and do well in school.  

Through these difficult years, I often felt alone and that no one else felt like I did or understood the way I felt.  As the years 
passed, I encountered good people from the community who showed me a loving foundation.  These teachers and foster parents 
showed me right and wrong, sometimes through their actions alone.  Now that I’m older, I feel my true purpose in life is to show 
people that are facing hard times that they are not alone.  

I am a senior in high school with a job and my own apartment. I don’t drink or do drugs. I will be the first to attend college in my 
family.  I feel like I need to give back to the community because the community has helped me so much.  The way I can do that 
is through my education. I can educate others, and reach out to other kids like myself. It’s time to break the cycle and I feel that 
I am just the one to do it.

-by Mary, SKIL Client

SKIL helps teens through real-life emergencies. Kay lives 
in her own apartment, works part-time and is a senior with a 4.1 
GPA. She needs her car to drive across town to her job and school. 
Her brakes needed immediate replacement and The Car Doctors 
at 410 SW 6th and SKIL partnered to get her on her way.  The 
gentleman there said, “If all the youth were as polite and 
respectful as Kay, then the future of our state is in good hands!” 

Community Intervention Center Shift Supervisor Jerrod Bradford 
receives the Employee of the Year Award from CIC Director Cynthia Gahl.
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“I just wanted to thank everyone at 

the Destiny Church for everything they 

did for me this Christmas through the 

SKIL Program.  It was one of the best 

Christmases I have ever had because, 

to me, Christmas isn’t all about pres-

ents.  It’s about love and, this Christ-

mas, I felt like I was loved.”  -MT

 

YSOC Teen Service Board members create topiary decorations for Reach for the Stars!  Their mission is to support YSOC agency 
programs… teens helping teens.  


